
Voter Registration:
Requirements, Deadlines, & Pre-Registration Age Limit
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Some states allow individuals as young as 16 to 
pre-register to vote by completing the online voter reg-
istration, providing first-time youth voters su�cient 
time and opportunity to get ready to vote. Pre-registra-
tion does not change the voting age, which remains at 
18 years old across the country. Pre registration is avail-
able to youth who are:

The new online pre-registration 
applies to California youth who are 16 
or 17 and meet the following criteria:

• A United States citizen and a resident of California,
• Not currently serving a state or federal prison term for 

the conviction of a felony (for more information on the 
rights of people who have been incarcerated, please 
see the Secretary of State's Voting Rights: Persons 
with a Criminal History), and

• Not currently found mentally incompetent to vote by a 
court (for more information, please see Voting Rights: 
Persons Subject to Conservatorship).
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